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2.  it is known to the thousands;

3.  it is easily learnt;

4.  it requires practically no outlay of capital;

5.  the wheel can be easily and cheaply made. Most
of us do not yet know that spinning can be done even
with a piece of tile and splinter;

6.  the people have no repugnance to it;

7.  it affords immediate relief in times of famine and
scarcity;

8.  it alone can stop the drain of wealth which goes
outside India in the purchase of foreign cloth;

9.  it   automatically   distributes   the   millions   thus
saved among the deserving poor;

10.  even the smallest success means so much imme-
diate  gain  to  the  people;

11.  it is the most   potent   instrument of  securing
co-operation among the people.

Toting India, 21-8-'24

'If hand-spinning is all you say, how is it that it has
not already been universally adopted ?5 asks the critic.
The question is quite fair. The answer is simple. The
message of the wheel has to be carried to a people who
have no hope, no initiative left in them, and who would,
if left to themselves, starve and die rather than work and
live. Such was not the case before, but long neglect has
made laziness a habit with them. That laziness can only
be removed by the living contact and example of men
of character and industry, plying the wheel before them
and by gently showing them the way. The second great
difficulty is the absence of a ready-market for khaddar.
I confess that it cannot for the time being compete with
mill cloth. I will not engage in any such killing compe-
tition. The  capitalist may, for  capturing the market,